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Office of Workers’ Compensation Programs, Labor § 702.411 

of any such care or treatment, for an 
injury covered by the Act, the Direc-
tor, OWCP, through the district direc-
tors having jurisdiction, shall have the 
power to evaluate such questions by 
appointing one or more especially 
qualified physicians to examine the 
employee, or in the case of death to 
make such inquiry as may be appro-
priate to the facts and circumstances 
of the case. The physician or physi-
cians, including appropriate consult-
ants, should report their findings with 
respect to the questions raised as expe-
ditiously as possible. Upon receipt of 
such report, action appropriate there-
with shall be taken. 

§ 702.409 Evaluation of medical ques-
tions; results disputed. 

Any party who is dissatisfied with 
such report may request a review or re-
examination of the employee by one or 
more different physicians employed by 
or selected by the Director, and such 
review or reexamination shall be grant-
ed unless it is found that it is clearly 
unwarranted. Such review shall be 
completed within 2 weeks from the 
date ordered unless it is impossible to 
complete the review and render a re-
port thereon within such time period. 
Upon receipt of the report of this addi-
tional review and reexamination, such 
action as may be appropriate shall 
forthwith be taken. 

§ 702.410 Duties of employees with re-
spect to special examinations. 

(a) For any special examination re-
quired of an employee by §§ 702.408 and 
702.409, the employee shall submit to 
such examination at such place as is 
designated in the order to report, but 
the place so selected shall be reason-
ably convenient for the employee. 

(b) Where an employee fails to sub-
mit to an examination required by 
§§ 702.408 and 702.409, the district direc-
tor or administrative law judge may 
order that no compensation otherwise 
payable shall be paid for any period 
during which the employee refuses to 
submit to such examination unless cir-
cumstances justified the refusal. 

(c) Where an employee unreasonably 
refuses to submit to medical or sur-
gical treatment, or to an examination 
by a physician selected by the em-

ployer, the district director or adminis-
trative law judge may by order suspend 
the payment of further compensation 
during such time as the refusal con-
tinues. Except that refusal to submit 
to medical treatment because of adher-
ence to the tenets of a recognized 
church or religious denomination as 
described in § 702.401(b) shall not cause 
the suspension of compensation. 

[42 FR 45303, Sept. 9, 1977, as amended at 50 
FR 402, Jan. 3, 1985; 51 FR 4286, Feb. 3, 1986] 

§ 702.411 Special examinations; nature 
of impartiality of specialists. 

(a) The special examinations required 
by § 702.408 shall be accomplished in a 
manner designed to preclude prejudg-
ment by the impartial examiner. No 
physician previously connected with 
the case shall be present, nor may any 
other physician selected by the em-
ployer, carrier, or employee be present. 
The impartial examiner may be made 
aware, by any party or by the OWCP, of 
the opinions, reports, or conclusions of 
any prior examining physician with re-
spect to the nature and extent of the 
impairment, its cause, or its effect 
upon the wage-earning capacity of the 
injured employee, if the district direc-
tor determines that, for good cause, 
such opinions, reports, or conclusions 
shall be made available. Upon request, 
any party shall be given a copy of all 
materials made available to the impar-
tial examiner. 

(b) The impartiality of the specialists 
shall not be considered to have been 
compromised if the district director 
deems it advisable to, and does, apprise 
the specialist by memorandum of those 
undisputed facts pertaining to the na-
ture of the employee’s employment, of 
the nature of the injury, of the post-in-
jury employment activity, if any, and 
of any other facts which are not dis-
puted and are deemed pertinent to the 
type of injury and/or the type of exam-
ination being conducted. 

(c) No physician selected to perform 
impartial examinations shall be, or 
shall have been for a period of 2 years 
prior to the examination, an employee 
of an insurance carrier or self-insured 
employer, or who has accepted or par-
ticipated in any fee from an insurance 
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